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A Passion for Christ: Philippians 3:1-14 TNIV 
   1 Further, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you. 2 Watch out for those dogs, those evildoers, those mutilators of the flesh. 3 For it is we who are the circumcision, we who serve God by his Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh— 4 though I myself have reasons for such confidence. 
    If others think they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. 
    7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.
8 What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 
10 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 
    12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
 
Notes: 
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Digging Deeper for Life Groups and Family Nights


(NOTE: If you would like to join a life group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends,  please mark your communication card or call Peter Heim at (303) 795-0457):
1. Re-read this text as a group.
2. What do you think it means to place one's confidence in the flesh?
3. List all the reasons Paul could have done this.
4. Why did he choose not to do this?
5. How does Paul describe his passion for Christ?
6. What is the full range of knowing Christ that  Paul is passionate about? 
7. In light of pursuing Christ, how does he describe this?
8. Are you passionate about Christ like the Apostle Paul? Why or why not?
9. If you resolved to know Christ like this passage shares, what would you have to do to obtain this?
10. Pray that you/Bethany would pursue Christ.

Digging Deeper for Children K-4 and their families
This week we continue with helping your child begin to determine their "God-given bents" using the book, "The Treasure Tree". As Chuck Swindoll pointed out to the authors, John Trent and Gary Smalley, that the familiar Proverb, "Train up a child in the way the way he should go..." is better translated as "Train up a child according to his bent..." It is also our desire to help you, as parents, begin to notice and understand your child's God-given bent. Use the "Personality Checklist" below from "The treasure Tree" to begin to see your child's God-given strengths. Circle each correct statement about your child. Total the circled answers for each personality. The animal having the most number of circles indicates strongest traits.

Lion: the leader

1) Is daring and unafraid of new situations.

2) Like to lead. Often tells other how to do things.

3) Ready to take on any kind of challenge.

4) Is firm and serious about what is expected.

5) Makes decisions quickly.

Total = _______

Otter: the socializer 

1) Talks a lot and tells wild stories.

2) Likes to do all kinds of fun things.

3) Enjoys being in groups. Likes to perform.

4) Full of energy; always eager to play.

5) Happy and sees the good part of everything.

Total = ________
Golden Retriever: always there when you need them type

1) Always loyal and faithful to friends.

2) Listens carefully to others.

3) Likes to help others and sad when others are hurt.

4) Doesn't like it when others argue.

5) Patient, willing to wait for something.

Total = ________

Beaver: the detail oriented type

1) Neat, tidy, notices details.

2) Doesn't like to quit in the middle of a game.

3) Asks a lot of questions.

4) Likes things done the same way.

5) Tells things just the way they are.

Total = ________
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