Series: From Serve Us to Service
Text: Eph 4:1-16-  January 13, 2008
Pastor Kevin J Navarro

1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 
4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

    7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8 This is why it says: 
       "When he ascended on high, 
       he took many captives 
       and gave gifts to his people."

    9 (What does "he ascended" mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? 10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

    14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

Notes:
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Digging Deeper for Life Groups and Family Nights


(NOTE: If you would like to join a life group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends,  please mark your communication card or call Peter Heim at (303) 795-0457):
1. How would you define "a life worthy of the calling?" On a scale of 1-5 (5 being high) how would you rate yourself? Why?
2. What does humility, gentleness and patience have to do with unity?
3. To EACH ONE, grace has been given. We will soon find out this refers to gifts. Do you consider your gifts (charismata) a gift of grace (charis)?
4. Christ gave leadership positions to equip the God's people for service. What happens to a local church when this doesn't happen? What happens to the leaders? What happens to the people? What happens to the mission?
5. Why does maturity, both doctrinal and lifestyle, depend on the body of Christ being equipped? What is the correlation? Talk about each gift and how it contributes to maturity. For a list, refer to your Network Seminar notebook.
6. Do you know your gifts?
7. Are you using your gifts? If not why not? How could this change in 08?
Close in prayer for Bethany that we would be well equipped this month and well deployed this year.
Digging Deeper for Children K-4 and their families
Help your child understand what their spiritual gifts may be!
  

1)Ministry –  Do you often want to help others? Are you good with your hands? Are you quick to help when you see your elderly neighbor taking out the trash or raking his leaves? Maybe you offer to watch your baby sister so your mom can read her Bible.  (See Romans 16:1,2.)

2)Teaching – If you always want to know for sure if something is accurate or true, you may have the gift of teaching. Teachers like to study, read, and do research. (See Luke 1:1-4.)

3)Exhortation –  Like good coaches, exhorters often think of simple steps a person can take to correct a problem and grow as a person. These people love to help others obey God and grow in their relationship with Christ. (See Ephesians 3:14-21.)

4)Giving – Do you often see the needs of people around you and want to help them? You don’t need to have money to have the gift of giving . (See John 12:3-8.)

5)Leading – Have you ever given someone a job to do, helped them understand what needed to be done, and encouraged them to work hard until the job was finished? Can you organize things and people? (See Nehemiah 2:17,18;6:15.)

6)Showing mercy – When a friend gets a bad grade or loses a pet, do you care about their hurts and offer them comfort? People with this gift help people in a way that strengthens them and their faith in God in a time of need. (See Philemon 4,5,7.)

7)Prophecy – Can you see when situations and people are on the “wrong track”, doing the wrong things, and speak about what God wants them to do? Has God ever given you “insight” into the future to help people make the right choice? (See Acts 2:14-42.)



 Adapted from the Children’s Ministry Resource Bible; Thomas 
Nelson Publishers 1993; Pgs. 1556-7. Based on Romans 12:6-8.
















1

