Advent Sermon Series 
based on
Joy To the World 
Today’s Message on Verse 3
Verse 3
No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as, the curse is found.
 
Notes:
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights


(NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into
    this text and into Christian community with some new friends, 
     please mark your communication card):

1. Share your thoughts about sin and sorrow growing. How does it grow? How has it grown throughout history?
2. When you think of the metaphor "thorns infesting the ground," how have you seen this in our world?
3. Do you believe the world is cursed because of sin? Explain.
4. According to this stanza, one of the primary reasons Jesus came was to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found. Wherever sin has shown up in our world, throughout history, Jesus came 2000 years ago to address this problem. Why is this a significant issue to ponder and celebrate during Advent?
5. Not only did Jesus come to remove the curse, he came to reverse it. How have you seen this in your life? How have you seen this in Christians globally?
6. Take some time out to thank our Father for sending His Son. Thank Him for His Empowering Presence that regenerates, renews, reconciles, and restores. Pray that sin and sorrow associating with sin would not grow in your life but be destroyed because of the work at Calvary as applied by the Holy Spirit. Pray that His blessings would flow wherever the curse is found.
7. Close your time by singing this carol one more time.
Digging Deeper for Children K-4 and their families
This Sunday we will complete our advent series of "preparing a place for Jesus" by preparing the Tree House for Him. We'll be making ornaments, writing letters, and making pictures to hang up, using the physical space as the final illustration of what it means to prepare our lives for Him. Just as we can prepare a physical space for Jesus, we can prepare our lives for Him this Christmas season by:

1) Remembering that Christmas is ALL about Jesus!

2) Ridding our lives of things that don't belong in them - Last week we prepared a manger for Jesus manger by removing all the garbage that was in it (crumpled pieces of paper, each with something written on it like: "God doesn't really care." "I want my own way." "Why can't I have that toy?" "God doesn't do miracles anymore." "I have my own plans for my life.") Ask your child if s/he knows of anything that God might want them to rid their lives of and lead them into a prayer of repentance.

3) Making room for Jesus Christ this Christmas by worshipping Him (talking to Him; spending time with Him; believing His Word.)

Merry CHRISTmas! Please know that we will not be having elementary children's church on DEC. 23rd but families will attend worship together.
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