Advent Sermon Series 
based on
Joy To the World 
Today’s Message on Verse 1
Verse 1
Joy to the world, The Lord is come!  Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room,  And heaven and angels sing
And heaven and angels sing  And heaven, and angels and nature sing.
Verse 2
Joy to the world, The Saviour reigns Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains  Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy  Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
Verse 3
No more let sins and sorrows grow, Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found, Far as, far as, the curse is found.
Verse 4
He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,  And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love, And wonders, wonders, of His love.
                 Text by Isaac Watts
Notes:
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights


(NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into
    this text and into Christian community with some new friends, 
    please mark your communication card):
1.Discuss the correlation of joy and the arrival of Jesus the Messiah.
2. Discuss the Kingdom of God. The Lord is called the King. What does it mean for earth to receive a King? Who do you know (family, friends, globally) that do not yet know Jesus. Take a break and pray for them right now.
3. Discuss every heart preparing room for the King? How could YOU do this Advent 2007?
4. Heaven, nature and angels sing because of the birth of Christ the King. During this Christmas holiday, make it your goal to sing alot this year. Play music with your CD's/iPod/Radio with traditional Christmas Carols as well as the fun more upbeat holiday music. If you don't own a copy of Handel's Messiah, this would be a great first purchase. Pull out a hymnal or book of carols and sing Christmas carols once a day. Meet with us each Sunday at Bethany as we sing Christmas carols. Make Advent 2007 one of lots of singing. This is all the more critical if you have small children.
5. Close with singing Joy to the World as a life group. Or pray it out loud. 

Digging Deeper for Children K-4 and their families
This Sunday in Children's Church we read from the Scriptures how Mary and Joseph had to prepare themselves for the coming of Baby Jesus. We wanted to see what they did so that we could learn from them how we might also prepare ourselves for Christ this CHRISTmas!  

1)We began by talking about how our families had to prepare for the arrival of a new baby (whether it was our brothers or sisters, or even for our own arrival into the world!)

[Preparing for a new baby in the family means that you have to prepare people and a place. People need to be told that a baby is coming! The dad is usually the first one that the mom tells. Then a place needs to be made ready: often a special room is prepared, a place for the baby to sleep (usually a crib), clothes to wear, diapers, toys and more!]

2)Did Mary prepare for the coming of baby Jesus like our moms and dads prepared for our arrival into the world? How did Mary have to prepare herself for the coming of Baby Jesus? (Re-read Luke 1:26-28)

[Yes, Mary also had to do what our parents did but her Son was special, unique, unlike any other Child ever born, so she had to prepare herself in other ways. Mary had to prepare herself for God’s plan for her life. She had no idea that God would use her to give birth to the Baby Jesus. But when the angel told her God’s plan she said, “Yes. I will do it. I will do whatever God asks of me.”]

3)What does Jesus' Name mean?

["Jesus" means "God saves". Mary was going to give birth to the Son of God, the One sent to save us from our sins.]

4)How did Joseph had to prepare for the arrival of baby Jesus? (Re-read Matthew 1:18-24)  [He had to believe in miracles!]

5)What is a miracle?

[The children’s Bible says that a miracle is “an unusual happening that cannot be explained by nature or science; something only God can do.” You see, Jesus was a miracle, too. Mary and Joseph were not married when she became pregnant with Baby Jesus. God did it! ]

6)How can we prepare our lives for this CHRISTmas, when we celebrate the coming of Baby Jesus?

[Let your kids respond! We can be like Mary! We can want God’s plan for our lives. We can tell Him we want His plans. We can ask Him for His plans. We can be like Mary… We can also be like Joseph. We can believe in miracles. We can trust God with our whole hearts, even when it is so hard (just like it was hard for Joseph). We can believe that God might even speak to us like He spoke to Joseph, in a dream. But we can also be like Joseph and trust God even when it seems like what’s happening is impossible.]

7)Think of meaningful ways that you can prepare for this CHRISTmas as a family. When you decorate your house, remind your children that you are preparing your house for one of the most wonderful events that has ever occurred in the history of the world. Help them think of creative ways to prepare their bedroom for CHRISTmas.
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