Today's Message: 
Series: Devoted To One Another: 
A Study of the One Another's in the NT
“Pray for one another”


13 Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make them well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.
    17 Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. 18 Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops. 
    19 My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring them back, 20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the way of error will save them from death and cover over a multitude of sins. : James 5:13-20 TNIV
 
Notes:
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights


(NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into
    this text and into Christian community with some new friends, 
     please mark your communication card):

1. When you are in trouble what is the first thing you tend to do besides pray? Why should we pray when we are in trouble? c.f. Phil 4:6-7
2. Do you sing songs of praise when you are happy? Seriously, do you tend to do this? What are some of your favorite songs/hymns that you know for memory that you sing when you are happy?
3. When you were sick, have you ever called the elders of Bethany to pray for you? If not, why not?
4. Talk about the prayer of faith vs. 15. What is that? Does praying earnestly for something (vs. 17) have anything to do with praying in faith? What is the correlation with being a righteous person according to vs. 16? 
5. What do you think powerful and effecting prayer means? (vs. 16)
6. Review the correlation with confessing our sins to one another, prayer and healing. What does vs. 19-20 have to do with this?
7. Do you think you can pray like Elijah? (vs. 17-18). If not, why not? How would your life be different if you would pray like Elijah? Ask God that you would be powerful person of prayer. Pray that Bethany would be a powerful church of prayer.
Today we focused on the 2nd part of James 5:16, "Pray for one another that you may be healed." We began by retelling the kids the story of Job and how God asked him to pray for his friends so that they could be restored in relationship with Job and even with God. Job was obedient even though it must have been very, very hard to pray for the people who hurt him. But he did it.

Digging Deeper for Children K-4 and their families
Do you remember the story about Job that you heard this week in children's church? 1)What happened to Job? 

2)Why did Job pray for his friends?  [Because God told him to pray for them.]

3)How did God use Job's prayers in his friends' lives? [God told Job to pray for his friends so that they could be forgiven and then God would not be mad at them anymore. In other words, God used Job's prayers to help heal his friends.]
4)Why did Job's friends need to be healed? [Because even though what they did to Job hurt him, when we sin it hurts us on the inside. When we sin, it hurts our relationship with God.]

5)What should we do when someone hurts us and then they come to us and confess their sin?  [We should pray for them! Why, because sin even hurts the person who did the wrong and they will need prayer to be healed.] 
6)What should we pray for? [Here's an example: God, thank you that Suzy came to me to confess her sin. I forgive Suzy for hurting me. God, please heal Suzy from her sin because it not only hurt me but it’s also hurting her on the inside. I pray this for her because your Word tells me to and I believe you will use my prayer to help heal her. In Jesus’ Name I pray. Amen.]

7)Tell your children how you feel about the idea of praying for someone who hurt you. Let them know that it's okay if they feel like they can't or don't want to do this. Encourage them to pray for the person anyway! If you like, read together as a family about the end of Job's life (Job 42:12,13&16,17) and how it was better than the beginning. God may not choose to bless us the same way that He blessed Job but He will use our prayers to help heal the one who hurt us! How cool is that to participate in God's great work of forgiveness and healing!
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