Today's Message: 
Series: Devoted To One Another: 
A Study of the One Another's in the NT
Message for Today: Carry One Another’s Burdens  Galatians 6:2 TNIV


Notes:
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights


(NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends, 
1. In Galatians 5, we learn of the contrast of the "deeds of the flesh" and the "fruit of the Spirit." Take some time to review those two lists. Now specifically describe each of the vices listed: what are they? how do we see those sins manifested today? 
 2. We are told to walk by the Spirit and we will not be able to gratify the desires of the flesh in Galatians 5. But for all the talk of the Victorious Christian Life, we seem to blow it a lot. According to Gal 6, what should the response be from the Body of Christ when we fall into sin?
3. How does the phrase, "You who are spiritual" related to "walking by the Spirit thus manifesting the fruit of the Spirit" in Galatians 5? Do you think that "those who are spiritual" are only spiritual leaders or everyone in the Body of Christ? Why?
4. Why is the phrase, "Watch out for yourself, lest you too  be tempted" written in this context?  How do we do this?
5. What is THE GOAL of confrontation in Galatians 6? What does that mean? What does it look like?
6. When we think about burdens, we usually think of people going through a tough day, week or season. Do you ever think of burdens being related to struggling with a particular sin? Why or why not?
7. What is the law of Christ? What passages in the Bible would you use to support your answer?  How are you doing at fulfilling the law of Christ? What could you do differently?
8. Close in prayer that Bethany would be a community of Christ followers that walk in the Spirit and that restore those that have fallen. Pray that we would particularly learn to do restore well.

Families of children aged kindergarten – fourth grade
Read Galatians 6:2 aloud. If your child can read, ask him/her to read the verse.

1)  If we want to have friends in God's family, Gal. 6:1-2 says that we have two responsibilities toward them. What is a "responsibility"? (We said it means that God wants us to treat them in a certain way.)   What are these two responsibilities?

2)  The first responsibility is to help each other "stay on the right track". How can we do that? If we know someone who has decided not to follow Jesus, we can remind them that God still loves them and if they ask Him to forgive them for not following Him, He will! Also, if one of our friends in God's family is doing something that is making God sad, with love in our hearts and kind words on our lips we can point out to them what it is that is hurting God, someone else, or possibly even themselves.

3)  Remind your children "how" we are to point these things out: with love in our hearts and kind words on our lips. Also remind them "why": because we all sin. If we cannot do this, then we should remain silent.

4)  The second responsibility is to support each other. Ask them about the video clip they saw and what it meant. (In The Return of the King, Frodo and Sam climb Mount Doom carrying the ring of power. The only way to save Middle Earth from the forces of evil is to destroy the ring by throwing it into the fires of Mount Doom. The climb up the mountain is treacherous. Fireballs hurl through the air like meteors. Lava seeps down the smoke-shrouded mountain. Gollum, a pitiful creature who once possessed the ring and is now obsessed with it, looks to kill Frodo and seize the ring. Sam protects his friend by fending off Gollum's attack and knocking him back down the mountain. )

5)  Support means we are there for each other when we need help. Tell your child about a time when someone helped you get "back on track" with God. Remember and share a time when someone gave you support when you needed it, what they did, and how you felt. Express your thanks to God and even pray together for the person who helped you.

6)  Ask your child if they need your help getting back on track with God or if they need your support in any area of their lives. If yes, pray and seek God with your child.

7)  Pray as a family, asking the Lord to reveal anyone in your lives He wants you to help get back on track with Him, or support in any way. If He reveals someone to you or your child, pray and then plan on being a responsible friend toward them as Galatians 6:1-2 teaches us.









1

