Today's Message: 
Series: Devoted To One Another: 
A Study of the One Another's in the NT
Message for Today: Rejoice with One Another/Weep with One Another: Romans 12:15 TNIV

Notes:
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights


(NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into
    this text and into Christian community with some new friends, 
     please mark your communication card):


1. Share an experience recently when you were excited about something, and how others shared in that joy. Now share an experience where you were excited but others did not share in your joy. Contrast the two experiences. 
2. Do you find yourself celebrating in other successes or envious of other people successes? Why?
3. Read the parable of the prodigal son again in Luke 15. Describe the older brother. Do you have the older brother syndrome? If you do, why? Take some time to pray in community about this. 
4. What about a time when you were really going through it? Share a time when you felt all alone (maybe this is happening right now). Why is it difficult to confide in other people? Why is there power when we do confide in each other? What does it mean to weep with those who weep for you? Share an experience. 
5. Take some time right now in your group to share something that you are happy about. Share something that you need prayer for. Pray with one another and then thank God for his care and for the Body of Christ. Conclude by singing the doxology or another song/hymn of praise.
Families of children aged kindergarten – fourth grade
Like you, today we studied Romans 12:15 in Children’s Church. It says, “Rejoice with those who rejoice”. So guess what we did? In addition to teaching your children this scriptural truth, we actually rejoiced with your child. We did this by giving each child the opportunity to tell us what s/he is happy about and then we took the time to celebrate with each other. 
1) Remind your child what God’s Word says in Romans 12:15. Ask them what it means “to rejoice”. (We said it means to “show and voice happy feelings.”)
2) What are ways that people can show and voice happy feelings to each other? (Some ways we talked about were: We can sing. We can clap our hands. We can thank God out loud! We can smile. We can laugh! We can run and jump and shout!)
3) Ask your child what s/he shared in children’s church this morning. Then take the opportunity to rejoice together.
4) Ask your child how it made him/her feel to be happy for the other children. (Remind them that by doing this, they were obeying God’s Word and how pleased God is when we do what He asks us to do in His Word.)
5) Share with your child something you are rejoicing about. Ask your child to rejoice with you!
6) Plan times of sharing and rejoicing as a family. Celebrate life together and be intentional about this! After all, God wants us to rejoice whenever there is something to rejoice over!!
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