Today's Message: 
Series: Devoted To One Another: 
A Study of the One Another's in the NT
Message for Today: Honor One Another 12:10 TNIV
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights


(NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into
    this text and into Christian community with some new friends, 
     please mark your communication card):

1. Discuss Pastor Kevin's point that honoring one another means THINKING well of one another. Do you agree? Why or why not? Review, Philippians 2:3-4. What do you think the phrase "humility of mind" means in that text. 
2. If you agree that honoring another person is thinking well of them, share who some of the people are that you think well of. What is it about them that you think is honorable? 
3 Discuss Pastor Kevin's next point that honoring one another means SPEAKING well of one another. Again, do  you agree that to honor another is to speak well of them? Why or why not? In contrast, do you believe that you dishonor a person when you speak ill of them? Why or why not? Do you believe  that speaking negatively about another person (especially when they are absent) is sin? Compare this to gossip, slander, abusive speech. Does the Bible discourage this kind of behavior? If so where in the Bible?
4. Give examples of times you've seen people honored: award events, memorial services, etc. Give examples of when you've seen people dishonored. 
5. Now as human beings, our ability to honor is usually conditional upon the other person (is there something honorable about that person). But we are not told to honor people conditionally. We are told to honor people period. That means we must change the way WE THINK and the way WE SPEAK about people. In this area of character formation, share  how  you are doing. Pray for one another concerning the areas of struggle. 
6. Lastly, honoring one another means DOING well to one another. What is one way that you could honor someone this week? Here are some ideas: send them a card, send  them an encouraging email, speak an encouraging word to them this week, speak well of them in front of your kids, speak well of them to your friends, send them a present on their birthday, send them a couple of tickets to a movie, buy them a gift certificate to their favorite restaraunt, have your kids make a special card for their Sunday School teacher, as a parent of a teenager....send a thank you card to  our student ministries pastor, acknowledge a volunteer, etc. In summary, go out and bless three people this week and make sure one of them doesn't deserve it. 
7. Close in prayer that Bethany would be a place where people are honored all the time without exception.

Families of children aged kindergarten – fourth grade
Today we had the opportunity to speak to Sergeant Scott Thorn, of the US Army, about the concept of “honor”.
1)Ask your children what they learned from Sergeant Thorn about “honor”. Remind them that when you honor someone, you are acting on the belief that each person has worth or value (like diamonds or gold have worth but people have worth because God made them and Jesus died for them).
2)What was one thing that Sergeant Thorn said that you think is very important? (Discuss this with your child and why it was important to them.)
3)Remind them that people in the military live by “a code of honor” (which are the important rules that everyone agrees to follow). Ask them if they want to help you write a “code of honor” for your family. Sit down together, as a family, and write your family’s “code of honor” using Romans 12:9-21 as the basis.
4)Help your children think of ways that they can follow Romans 12:10 (“Honor one another above yourselves”) at home, at school, and at church.
4)Tell your children that in about 2 months, Sergeant Thorn will serve his country away from home in either Iraq or Afghanistan. Pray for him as a family that God will protect him as he honors us above himself by going to a dangerous place to help make our lives safer.
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