Today's Message: 
Series: Devoted To One Another: 
A Study of the One Another's in the NT
Message for Today: Love One Another: Jn 13:34-35 TNIV

Notes:
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights


(NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends, please mark your communication card):


1. Jesus says that this is a new commandment. We know that the command to love one another was already given in Lev 19 "Love your neighbor as yourself." From your perspective, what is new about the commandment from Jesus?
2. Take some time to share the difference between loving your neighbor as yourself and loving your neighbor as Christ has loved you. Practically speaking, what does this higher standard look like in our relationships?
3. Share a story of how you've seen Christ-like love displayed either to you or through you.
4. Jesus doesn't say that people will know that we are his disciples by our doctrine. He doesn't even say that people will know that we are his disciples by our love for the lost. He says that people will know that we his disciples by our love FOR ONE ANOTHER....
THAT IS BELIEVER TO BELIEVER. Do you believe that a church that loves internally is attractive to people externally? Why or why not? A practical question is when does a watching world see this happen? If we are loving one another in our fellowship, how does an unbeliever get exposed to this?
5. Again, share a story of how you saw an unbeliever impacted because of one believer (or group of believers) loving another believer (or group of believers). 
6. For a cross reference look up Acts 2:42-47. The early church impacted the unbelieving world because of their love for one another. Describe how?
7. Take a moment and ask yourself the connection question. Do I feel loved at Bethany? Am I engaged in loving other believers at Bethany? If not, what needs to change? What steps do we need to take to see this happen? For example, you might feel very disconnected but this could be related to the overall orientation of your life (busyness, etc.) Maybe you have tried to get connected or re-connected at Bethany. If I'm describing you, as your pastor, I'm personally inviting you to email me at kevinjnavarro@hotmail.com. I want to hear your story but I also want to get you connected. I will be your advocate in helping you out. It's imperative that you have weekly fellowship as a part of your weekly rhythm.
8. Take a moment to pray for Bethany. Pray for Ohana (Hawaiian for family....nobody gets left behind). Pray that every person at Bethany would be connected to another believer and that some of our best friends would develop at Bethany. Pray that as the result of our love for one another that our community would know that we are followers of Jesus Christ.
Digging Deeper Questions for Families of Children Age K-4th Grade: (Juli Claassen)
Reread John 13:33-35 and remind your children that these are some of Jesus’ last words (like a “Last Will and Testament”) to His first followers and friends.

1)What would you say to your children if you knew this would be your last conversation with them (just like Jesus had His last conversation with the people He loved most in the world)? Think about what you would want to say to them and then say it to them.

2)Ask your children what “love” means? (One of the definitions we used was, “Love is wanting only good for someone and doing anything you can to make that person’s life better.”) Point out ways to them that God loves them. Ask them to think of ways they can practice love (doing good for someone) at home, school, and church.

3)Tell your children about a situation where you forgave someone and how God helped you to do it. Ask them if there is anyone in their lives they need to forgive. Remind them that when we forgive someone we love them like Jesus loves. Pray with them about the situation. Follow-up in a few days and ask them how they are doing and if they would like to pray with you about it again.

4)Tell your children your own personal testimony of coming to faith in Christ. Ask them if they would like to share their story with you.
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