Today's Message: 
Be Devoted to One Another

Pastor Kevin J. Navarro
September 16, 2006

Text: Be devoted to one another in love. Romans 12:10 TNIV

Notes:
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights


(NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends, please mark
your communication card):

1.  Please take a moment to fill out the response card if you haven't. We will touch base 
with you to encourage the best fit for you.


If you are not involved in an Adult Bible Fellowship....start today (9AM or 10:45 AM) 

or next week. Look at the options available to you and try some out. Feel free to try 3-4 

ABF's until you settle into one where you feel like you could make some close friends. 

Remember, whatever hour your ABF, go to worship during the other time frame. I 

believe as your pastor, that if you expose yourself to both weekly worship and an ABF 

that you will get maximum exposure to the Word and the work of the Spirit of God 

through the Body of Christ.

2. Other opportunities for connections are Life Groups (Bethany's Small Group Ministry), 

especially if you are unable to be in an ABF due to serving, etc. To get involved in a 

Life Group Contact Peter Heim at ........

3. Share your greatest struggles in connecting with other believers:


-Busyness. Other activity is just getting in the way of fellowship with Christians?


-Honestly, it's enough to get me to Sunday worship


-Recreation and travel


-Unforgiveness. I was emotionally hurt by someone in the church....I've not honestly 

 dealt with it even though I know I need to


-Selfishness....they just don't do things my way, etc.


-Fear of not being liked or accepted


-I don't like to socialize period. Give me solitude or give me death.

4. What are you devoted to? What do you think about? What do you spend 
money on? 

What do you spend time doing? Share your answers.

5. There is nothing wrong with being devoted to a favorite hobby, etc.  BUT if this 

particular love is getting in the way of your love for God or your love for people, it 

has or is becoming an idol. You need to re-prioritize your life ASAP.  Share and pray 

with your group about what you feel needs to 
change.

6. Also, now that you've expressed what's hindering Christian fellowship, go back to the 

Word of God. What does the Bible command us to do? Remember, these are 
imperatives (commands). They are not suggestions. Connecting with the Body of 
Christ is God's design for your transformation to become more like Christ in character 

and priorities. Honestly, you need to really consider the implications of blowing this 
off. Pray for yourself, your family, and the rest of the church that we would take this 

seriously.

7. As an ABF, Life Group or mentoring relationship, consider reading together this Fall....


-Connecting by Larry Crabb AND/OR


-Everybody's Normal Till You Get to Know Them by John Ortberg.
DIGGING DEEPER FOR PARENTS AND CHILDREN KINDERGARTEN THROUGH FOURTH GRADE

 

This morning our K-4th grade children studied Romans 12:3-8. Together we learned from these verses how God wants us to see ourselves. According to verse 3, God wants us to see ourselves truthfully (as we really are). Then in the next 2 verses we learn, God wants us to see ourselves together (as His family). And, finally, in verses 6-8 we realize, God wants us to see ourselves as talented (using the special gifts an talents that He gave us)! 

 

Use the following  ideas and questions to help your child understand this biblical truth in a personal way by:

 

1) Tell your child how you see them, emphasizing something unique about them. Encourage them in their uniqueness. Gently speak with them about something you would like them to improve on, giving them one or two concrete ways that they can do this. 

 

 2) Talk to your child about their special place in your family. Tell them that God planned for them to be in your family and how much you love them. Explain to them that the church is also a family, God's family, and that He has a special place for them in the church, too.

 

 3) Point out the special gifts that God gave your child. Emphasize that God gave them to your child and the you and God both want your child to develop these gifts. Ask them if they like using these talents. If the answer is yes, help them to figure out ways at home, school and church to further develop and use their gifts. If you don't know what they are, pray for your child that God will reveal these gifts to you.

 

 4) Pray with your child that they will see themselves as God wants them to see themselves: truthfully, together, and talented.
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