
Friends Forever:  
The Foundation and Fuel for Romance

David and Joyce Schroeder - August 12, 2007

Notes:

Song of Songs 5:16   “This is my Beloved and this is my friend.”

   What makes friendships flourish?

1. Be a Friend – foundation – Philippians 1:9-11 

a. _____________________ 

1.      An ___________________ effort

2.      An ___________________ spirit

3.      A ____________________ heart – Phil. 2:1-4

b. _______________________ 

       Romans 15:7

c. _______________________ 


Romans 12:10

2. Live as Friends – fuel 

a. Catch the ______________________ – Song of Songs 2:15 

b. Share the ______________________ 
1.    Shared  _____________________ 
2.      Shared ______________________
3.      Shared _______________________
         3.  More than friends - Romance

a. ________________ of Friendship – Song of Songs 2:11-13 and 16a

b. ________________ on the cake – Song of Songs 2:3-4

c. _________________ within the boundaries of marriage

1. ____________________ - Hebrews 13:4


    2. ____________________ - I Corinthians 7:3-5
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights


(NOTE: Some ABF’s are using these discussion questions each week see 
  the Message Schedule in the bulletin for locations.)

Group Discussion:

For ABFs and Small Groups:
1. Talk about the importance of friendship in your marriage/relationships.  What have you done to nurture it as a couple and what have been the results?

2. Talk about acceptance in friendship.  What are ways you show acceptance to your spouse/friend?  Discuss the difference between acceptance and enabling people in their sinful patterns.

3. Talk about honor in friendship.  What specific ways to you show honor to your spouse/ friends and what are the results in your relationship?

4. Make a list of the friendship “foxes” in our marriage/relationships.  Discuss ideas on how to overcome these challenges to healthy friendship.

5. Discuss the connection between a healthy friendship in marriage and a vibrant romance in marriage.

6. Look at Ephesians 4:29-32.  Discuss each of the qualities addressed that impact our relationships either positively or negatively.

For Couples:

1. Evaluate the health of your friendship together.  How much do you enjoy being together?  Do you like each other more than one year ago?

2. Discuss together the specific friendship “foxes” you see at work in your relationship.

3. What are ways you can address some of these together and thus strengthen your friendship?

4. Discuss your notes on Shared Days, Seasons, and Years.  What are 2-3 new ideas from this section you could immediately integrate into your friendship?

5. Talk about the connection between your friendship and your romance as a couple.

6. Examine Ephesians 4:29-32 together.  What aspects of these verses do you see at work in your friendship in either a positive or negative way?  What might you do together to improved these things?
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