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1 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ's sufferings who also will share in the glory to be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, watching over them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 
    5 In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, 
       "God opposes the proud 
       but shows favor to the humble and oppressed."
    6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 
    8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your fellow believers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 
    10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 11 To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. 
    12 With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it. 
    13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son Mark. 14 Greet one another with a kiss of love. 
    Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 

Introduction


One Way Christians Have Responded to Warfare and
               Persecution


An Opportunity for Peter to React the Same Way, But He
              Doesn’t
Elders’ Responsibilities, especially in Times of Suffering (5:1-4)  


(1) not under compulsion but willingly (2a)  


(2) not for foolish gain but eager to serve (2b) 


(3) not lording it over others but being examples (3)

The Rest of the Church’s Responsibilities, especially in Times of Suffering (5:5-7)  

(1) submit to church authorities (5a)  


(2) clothed with humility (5b) 


(3) casting all cares on God (6-7)
The Devil’s Role and God’s Role (5:8-14)  
Conclusion

Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights


(NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends, please mark your communication card)

Questions for Discussion:
If you are a church leader in any ministry, how do you assess your exercise of leadership in light of Peter’s three criteria in vv. 2-3?  If you are not a leader, how do you assess your support for church leadership in light of Peter’s three criteria in vv. 5-7?  In what ways do you personally right now need to resist the devil most and believe in God’s power to help you through hard times?  Answer the same question for Bethany as a church body.  Answer the same question for the American church more generally.
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