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13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. 14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 
15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy." 
    17 Since you call on a Father who judges each person's work impartially, live out your time as foreigners here in reverent fear. 18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 20 He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. 21 Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God. 
    22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart.  23 For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. 24 For, "All people are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall,  25 but the word of the Lord endures forever." 
    And this is the word that was preached to you. 1 Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. 2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.     4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by human beings but chosen by God and precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says:  "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone,  and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame."] 
    7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe,        "The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone," 8 and, "A stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for. 
    9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

Introduction

Initial Steps—Hope and Holiness (1:13-16)

Growth in Good Conduct (1:17-21)

Fervent Love for One Another (1:22-25)

Nurtured on the Pure Milk of the Word (2:1-3)

Forming a House of Living Stones (2:4-8)

Appropriating the Corporate Identity of Israel (2:9-10)

Conclusion

[image: image1.png]



Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights

(NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends, please mark your communication card)

Take each of the six areas above and share one way in which you can, with God’s help, improve: i.e., (1) in general holiness, (2) in Christian growth, (3) in love for fellow believers, (4) in studying God’s word, (5) in sharing together in Christian community and (6) in mediating God’s presence & comfort to others for his glory and our fulfillment.  How does each of these areas help us cope during hard times?  What support and accountability mechanisms will help maximize the chances of your actually doing these things?  
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