Living: The Life Worthy of Our Calling
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April 15, 2007

Text: Ephesians 3:14-21 NIV

14For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 
    20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

Notes:

Introduction:

Paul’s four step “prayer staircase”: Eph. 3:16-19

· Prayer for inner strengthening through God’s Spirit



· Prayer that they be rooted and grounded in love



· Prayer for knowledge of the enormity of God’s love



· Prayer that they be filled up to all the fullness of God

Doxology: Eph. 3:20-21
Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights

(NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends, please mark your communication card)
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1. When you hear people talk about God being their “Father,” what comes to your mind?  How might your personal view of God be impacted by your relationship with your own Father?  If you are yourself a Father, what can you learn for “God the Father” about being a good Father?


2. As you think about Christ “dwelling in your heart,” does he seem more like a “visitor” or a “permanent resident” who is Lord of the Manor?


3. As you think about a person or group of people that you really have trouble loving, what is it that is standing in your way of loving them with Christ’s love? What steps can you take in your relationships to allow your love for them to grow as Christ empowers you?


4. Who has God used in your life to allow you to see a greater dimension of God’s love than you could experience solely as an individual? Do you see your life possibly being that “window to God’s love” that is being used by someone else to help them see God’s love more deeply?


5. When you read that God is able to do “exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think,” what does this truth motivate you to pray for?
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