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Text: Ephesians 2:11-22 TNIV
11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called "uncircumcised" by those who call themselves "the circumcision" (which is done in the body by human hands)— 12 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

….14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 

….19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God's people and also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

Notes:
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights 

 (NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends, please mark your communication card)
1. What is the signficance of being not only separated from Christ but excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the Covenant?

2. Share why the one event related to reconciliation has to do with blood. Why the blood of Christ?

3. Notice that Jesus doesn't just bring peace, He is our Peace. The connotation of peace in this context has less to do with tranquility and more to do with the end of hostility ...vs. 16 specifically states this. Explain  vertical reconciliation and horizontal reconciliation. In other words, how has Christ brought reconciliation to God and to humanity?

4. Notice the work of the Trinity.  Through Christ we have access to the Father by one Spirit. This is a pretty exclusive claim. The implication is that we DO NOT have access to the Father apart from Christ and the unifying work of the Spirit. What implications follow if someone does not believe this?

5. The text tells us that we are now citizens, members, and parts of a new Temple: The body of Christ. Take time out and talk about each word: What goes with citizenship? What goes with being a member of God's household? What is the significance of being part of a new Temple?

6. Some tricky theological & global issues:

a. According to these verses, the Body of Christ is made up of both Jew and Gentile and is the New Temple. Why do some insist that the dispensation of law related only to the Jews [in light of Rahab, Ruth, the repentance of the Ninevites, etc], the dispensation of grace relates only to Gentiles [in light of a passage like this], and that during the Great Tribulation, the Gentile Church will be raptured, while a new temple is erected in Israel and the work will be focused on Jews again? It seems like this whole theology of separating Jew and Gentile is a mockery to passages like Ephesians 2:11-22 in which Christ brings reconciliation and has broken down the wall of division. Those who actually believe Ephesians 2:11-22  has happened in Christ  would say that the work in Romans 11 is a work of engrafting INTO the body of Christ NOT a work APART from the Body of Christ.

b. In light of the ethnocentric nature of Israel, how is the new Temple, the Body of Christ, for all ETHNE (Matthew 28:18-20)? If this is true, do you think that someone who is Jewish and someone who is Palestinian ethnically can ever be reconciled? If so, what is the key? or more specifically WHO is the key? What does this mean for all broken relationships: siblings, children, parents, extended family members, ethnicity, age, life cycles (builders, boomers, busters, emerging), denominational, etc.? 
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