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Text: Matthew 5:13-16 TNIV
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 

    14 “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 


Notes:
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights 

 (NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends, call Lloyd & Linda Jenssen 303-932-0924 or the church office)

Matthew 5:13-16 TNIV
1. Review each of the Beatitudes. Now discuss how society is impacted if these are not in place in the Christians of that society.
2. Describe the spoiling process of something in your refrigerator. What does it look like? What does it smell like? What does it taste like? What happens if you consume it? What has to happen to discard the smell, etc.? Now describe how a society can deteriorate. Go through all of the senses you just described and apply this to our society. What is the cost? 
3. Describe a time when you experienced total physical darkness. Why is this so nerve racking to our emotions? Why are kids afraid of the dark? Why are adults afraid of the dark? Now paradoxically, why do people prefer to live in the dark? 
4. Now describe what light does to darkness. For example, expose what's really there or what's really not there, etc. Why are good deeds associated with light? What is the result of the world seeing the Body of Christ in action? 
5. Take some time to pray that you, your family, your small group and Bethany EFC would be salt and light in our spheres of influence. Pray specifically that we would be like a preservative to those who are spoiling. Pray that we would flavor up the bland existence of so many around us. Pray that we would be a light and consequently bring all that is associated with light. Pray that we would seriously realize that there is a great cost to not following Christ. And pray that we would take our mission seriously, to lead people (starting with ourselves) to become devoted followers and ministers of Jesus Christ.  
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