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35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field." 

    1 Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. 

    2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 

    5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. 6 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim this message: 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.' 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. 

    9 "Do not get any gold or silver or copper to take with you in your belts— 10 no bag for the journey or extra shirt or sandals or a staff, for workers are worth their keep. 11 Whatever town or village you enter, search for some worthy person there and stay at that person's house until you leave. 12 As you enter the home, give it your greeting. 13 If the home is deserving, let your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you. 14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet when you leave that home or town. 15 Truly I tell you, it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. 

Notes:
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights 

 (NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends, call Lloyd & Linda Jenssen 303-932-0924 or the church office)

Digging Deeper:

1. What is the cost if we do not embrace becoming ministers of the Gospel? List all of the implications you can think about and then talk about those implications.

2. Jesus came preaching, teaching and demonstrating the Kingdom of God. Which of these three categories do you think about least? Why?

3. What are your thoughts on ministering in the authority of Jesus Christ? What does that mean? Why don't we do this more?

4. What is the significance of being sent out vs. come and check out our cool programs? What's the difference? In a culture where the church has become marginalized, what does this look like for Bethany as we seek to become a missional church?

5. What does it mean to proclaim that the Kingdom of God is near? How did John the Baptist do this? How did Jesus do this? What is the difference between talking about Christianity as a religion and talking about the Kingdom of God and the authority of Jesus Christ?

6. Where are you on miracles...healing...deliverance? Do you think there is a need for this in America? Why or why not? Why is this a part doing ministry the Jesus Way? Talk about the compassion of Jesus and how this plays a role in healing vs. just showing off with lots of power.

7. Unfortunately those that are usually open to miracles are usually 

deficient in understanding the need to live simply. Why did Jesus send his disciples out and admonish them to live simply? What role does faith and trusting in God's provision play in this kind of lifestyle. On a scale of 1-10, 1 being completely independent and 10 being hanging on for dear life, where are you? Why is this dependency good for devoted ministers of Jesus Christ?

8. What do you think it means to pray to the Lord of the Harvest? If you pray that God would send workers into the Harvest would you be willing to be one of them?  Take some time to close in prayer, praying this for your small group, for Bethany EFC and for our geographical community.
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