The Cost of Non-Discipleship

Becoming Like Christ in Character

 Galatians 5:22-23; Matthew 5:1-12 TNIV
Pastor Kevin-January 14, 2007
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 

1 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them. He said: 

    3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
       for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

    4 Blessed are those who mourn, 
       for they will be comforted. 

    5 Blessed are the meek, 
       for they will inherit the earth. 

    6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
       for they will be filled. 

    7 Blessed are the merciful, 
       for they will be shown mercy. 

    8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
       for they will see God. 

    9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
       for they will be called children of God. 

    10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
       for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

    11 "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

Notes:
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights 

 (NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends, call Lloyd & Linda Jenssen 303-932-0924 or the church office)

Digging Deeper:

1. When you think of discipleship, what is the first thing that comes to 

mind?

2. Do you think of character formation....becoming like Christ when you think of discipleship? Why or why not? Is this what other Christians think about? Why or why not?

3. Out of Galatians 5:22-23, which characteristics would you say you 

possess? Which do you lack? As a group, in community,  help each other with self-reflection by asking probing questions concerning what your group is sharing.

4. Out of the Beatitudes, which characteristics do you possess? Which to you lack?

5. Out of the Beatitudes, which one (s) come as the most shocking? In other words, which beatitudes are a paradox to what a human being would say is the way to be blessed (makarios: envied, fortunate, happy, joyful)?

6. What role does God play in our character transformation? What role do we play?

7. Take some time to pray for one another concerning the desired traits from each group member.
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