The Cost of Non-Discipleship

Pastor Kevin Navarro
January 7, 2007
Introduction to this series:

Text: Matthew 7:13-23 (The Narrow and Wide Gates; True and False Prophets; True and False Disciples) TNIV

13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. 

    15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 

    21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only those who do the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ 
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights 

 (NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends, call Lloyd & Linda Jenssen 303-932-0924 or the church office)

Digging Deeper:

1. Take some time to discuss: “What is the cost of non-discipleship?” Discuss the implications in the following categories: psychological, sociological, missiological.

2. Concerning this week’s passage, what are some examples of the broad way that are being offered today? How do these contrast with the Jesus way? What will help us choose well?

3. Concerning false prophets, notice that the primary emphasis is not on their message but on their lifestyle. This is not to say that ideas are not important. But Jesus is emphasizing this principle: We teach what we know but we reproduce who we are. When it comes to finding good teachers, what are some approaches to fruit inspection that will help us better discern who we let influence us?

4. Concerning obedience, contrast the ability to CLAIM to be a follower of Jesus Christ and the REALITY of being a follower of Jesus Christ. Clearly the difference is obedience. Why is obedience dumbed down in American Evangelicalism? Discuss Grace and Works. Discuss the mindset that Grace exempts us from obedience. Do you find any New Testament precedent for such teaching? What is the emphasis from our Lord in this passage?

5. Close in prayer. Pray for you, your life group, Bethany leadership, and our church at large. Pray that this year we would become increasingly much more passionate about character transformation and Kingdom work here in South Denver. Pray that we would honor God by leading people to become devoted followers and ministers of Jesus Christ. That that leadership would start with lifestyle and not mere rhetoric.
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