Why God Became a Man

A Series for Advent 2006

Message #1: God became a Man because He Loves Us

Text: John 3:16-18 TNIV

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.

Notes:
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights 

 (NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends, call Lloyd & Linda Jenssen 303-932-0924 or the church office)
1. In the OT, God's people would have clearly understood that God so loved Israel. But in the NT, we are told that God loves the world....this means all nations. Take a moment and substitute your name for the word world....For God so loved_______________. When you hear those words, how does that make you feel? Describe this to your group.

2. When we think of God loving the world, we think of God initiating 

relationship with us. Do you think you would have ever initiated a 

relationship with God had he not first loved you? Explain.

3. The demonstration of God's love is that He sent Jesus to live a perfect life on our behalf, to die a death we should have died and to conquer death through the resurrection so that we would have eternal life. Think through the implication of each of those phases. HOW is this once again of a demonstration of God's Love?

4. Certainly it is possible to have knowledge but not be a believer. What does it take to become a believer? How does the context of the dialogue between Nicodemus and Jesus help us here?

5. If one does not become a believer, is God the one who condemns according to John 3? If not God, WHO is responsible for the condemnation?

6. This ADVENT season, if you have not born again, this is your season. It's as simple as ABC:

ADMIT that you are a sinner who is already condemned and in need of eternal life. BELIEVE that Jesus is the way, the truth and the life and that you cannot come to Father except through Him (Jn 14:6). CONFESS that Jesus is Lord and relinquish your addiction to running from God.  You can do this by simply praying through each of these categories in your own word using the ideas from the previous paragraph.

NEXT STEPS. If  you have done this for the very first time, take the 

following steps to grow in your faith:

-Share with another person what you have done.

-Read the Gospel of John in the New Testament

-Pray...the best prayers are from your heart. Don't worry about formalities

-Connect with a bible believing church. If you don't have a home church and you live in the area, we would love to have you attend Bethany.

For further reflection on the love of God read: Embracing the Love of God by James Bryan Smith.

Also check out the FREE resource, 10 Reasons to Believe that God Became a Man at Christiancourses.com.
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