Series: Living Deeply in the Blazing Light
1 John 5:13-21 TNIV
Pastor Kevin Navarro
November269, 2006
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.
 

    16 If you see any brother or sister commit a sin that does not lead to death, you should pray and God will give them life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to death. I am not saying that you should pray about that. 17 All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not lead to death. 


    18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One who was born of God keeps them safe, and the evil one cannot harm them. 19 We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. 20 We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true by being in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 


    21 Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights 

 (NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends, call Lloyd & Linda Jenssen 303-932-0924 or the church office)

1. Why did John write this letter? What does it mean to know?

2. Why would John bring up the issue of being confident when approaching God?

3. What is the key to answered prayer according to vs. 14? Share when you didn't ask according to God's will and you received a NO from God. How did God's decision protect you? Have you ever asked for something that was according to God's will but haven't received it yet? Does God lie? Is it yet to come? What do you think is going on theologically?

4. What is the sin that leads to death in light of 1 John context? Please do not plug in an answer that you've heard from the past. Deal with the text. In light of what John has been arguing for throughout this whole book, what would the sin that leads to death be?

5. How would believing vs. 18-20 contribute to our confidence? On the one hand there seems to be an issue of preservation going on. On the other hand there seems to be evidence of that preservation in terms of ethics, worldview, values, and priorities. What are those issues as described in this text but also in the flow of Johns argument throughout the book? Talk about false confidence. What would be an example of this as it pertains to a claim and a lifestyle being incongruent?  The reason that this is so important is that John develops the theme of claim and behavior incongruity throughout the epistle. Furthermore, a lot of American Evangelicalism is 

about walking an aisle, raising a hand, praying a prayer, getting your "fire insurance." Then "discipleship" is optional according to this mindset. This not only anti-biblical, its source is the anti-Christ according to 1 John.  Discuss this problem at length as you've seen this issue in play in the American church.

6. What's up with vs. 21? How would this be a fitting conclusion to the epistle?
7. What was to major take away for you in our series, "Living Deeply in the Blazing Light?"

8. Join us next week as we augment this series a bit in an Advent Series called, "Why God Became a Man" You will not only hear from me but you will also hear from one of our key missionaries in Uzbekistan on what the Incarnation means for reaching those in the Muslim world.
1
1

