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1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Messiah is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. 2 This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3 In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 

    6 This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement. 9 We accept human testimony, but God's testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which he has given about his Son. 10 Whoever believes in the Son of God accepts this testimony. Whoever does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because they have not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. 11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights 

 (NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends, call Lloyd & Linda Jenssen 303-932-0924 or the church office)

1. What does it mean to BELIEVE that Jesus is the Messiah?

2. Why is obedience associated with love? Is it possible to love God and disobey Him? If the answer is no, why does this describe the general tenor of American Christianity? How then should we live?

3. What does it mean that His commands are not burdensome? Jesus said that his yoke was easy and his burden light. Do you think it’s more of a burden to obey or disobey? Explain you answer from a theological, psychological and sociological angle.

4. Testimony is everything in establishing truth in a court of law. John has gone through great length to emphasize the incarnational testimony and the testimony from the Spirit in this passage. What is the significance, once again of the baptism and death of Christ? What happened at those two events? How do we see the Trinity at work in those two events? What is the significance of all of this to historical Christianity? How is this history different than the myths of India?  How is it different than the non-historical events in the Book of Mormon? How is this emphasis different than Jesus as Prophet in Islam?

5. Ultimately, what does God offer those who embrace this Gospel Message?  Please do not just say, “forgiveness of sin.” Although that’s true, the offer stated here in 1 John seems to be more comprehensive. Talk about the offer, the implications for those who have the Son.
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