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18 Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us. 
    20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth.  21 I do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie comes from the truth. 22 Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is the Messiah.  Such a person is the antichrist—denying the Father and the Son. 23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 

    24 As for you, see that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is what he promised us—eternal life. 

    26 I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. 27 As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has taught you, remain in him. 
1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 

    4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit  of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

NOTES: 
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights 

 (NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends, call Lloyd & Linda Jenssen 303-932-0924 or the church office)

1. Start by re-reading passages.

2. Why is false doctrine so deadly to the local church? Do you know of any stories of how false doctrine has destroyed a church either in your own experience, from history, or from some other part of the world?

3. Come up with a top-ten list. A top-ten list why the doctrine of the 

incarnation (Jesus came in the flesh) is so significant to Christian 

theology. Share your list with your group and explain.

4. John says that false teachers are antichrists. Is this too strong for 

you? Why or why not? In other words, do you believe that those peddling false doctrine are led by a demonic spirit (a spirit of falsehood) or just being misinformed?

5. Review the doctrinal test from these passages, what are the marks of the antichrist?

6. Why is the emphasis of the Anointing (clearly a reference to the Holy Spirit) so significant in dealing with false doctrine? Is John saying that we do not need those with the gift of teaching? If so, how do you reconcile this with the gifts passages: Rom 12, 1 Cor 12, 
Eph 4, 1 Peter 4. What is he saying?

7. Talk about false doctrine arising WITHIN the community vs. from OUTSIDE. How do we safeguard against false teaching at Bethany?

Pray for Bethany, that God would protect us from heresy and that we would live deeply in the Blazing Light by being grounded in the Word of God.
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