Series: Why I Need The Church
Hebrews 10:19-25  (TNIV)
Pastor Kevin Navarro
September 3, 2006
  19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights 

 (NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends, call Lloyd & Linda Jenssen 303-932-0924 or the church office)

Digging Deeper: 
1. Read out loud in your group, Hebrews 4:14-10:25. This might sound unreasonable but it will not take that long and it will do two things: first of all, it will give the beginning of the argument. Secondly, it will give you more background on this text. 

2. Based on your reading, what are you learning about the sacrificial system? Why was it put in place? How is the ministry of Jesus superior? 3. According to Hebrews, what is the "ministry" of Jesus? 

4. Now based on this background, dialogue on why we are encouraged to enter into God's presence with boldness. What does that mean? What does it mean to have a sincere heart in full assurance of faith? 

5. What does it mean to hold unswervingly to the hope we profess? What is that hope? Why doesn't he say "let us hold unservingly to the faith we profess at this point of the argument?" (4:14) Why the emphasis on hope in light of the original audience? As a persecuted people, why would this word be important? How could it be important for the North American church in the future? 

6. We are encouraged to "provoke" one another to love and good deeds. This sounds a bit much. Why does it take a face to face encounter with a brother or sister to get us off our duff in order that we might be impactful for the Kingdom? Share an experience where this happened to you. 

7. Why would a persecuted church give up meeting together? Why does an un-persecuted church give up meeting together? Now this certainly isn't a justification to be at a church meeting every day of the week but it does mean that we should give priority to weekly worship attendance and fellowship. Why is this needed encouragement all the more important as the Day of the Lord approaches? 

8. In light of all that you've learned, answer the question, "Why do I Need the Church?"
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