Wrestling with God;
the image of a man fully engaged.
Genesis 25-32
Dave Kurz
1.  OBSERVATION.   (Genesis 27:20)
2.  NEGOTIATION.   (Genesis 28:10-22)

3.  ENGAGEMENT.   (Genesis 32:22-31)
4.  What It Means to Wrestle With God.
5.  What Happens If We Fail To Wrestle With God?
     Retreat

     Relief

     Resign

Some Lessons Learned from Wrestling

By Dave Kurz

My perpetual dissatisfaction with my life is a by-product of, the inevitable result of, living in a temporary world that at best promises the illusion of possible satisfaction. I believe that this is not home, that this is not my final destination. This is the journey to home, so it’s natural and normal that I should be tired and thirsty while still on the journey to my ultimate destination. I’ve learned that God cannot be cajoled or backed into a corner, or bargained with to give me the circumstances that I am convinced are necessary for my happiness. I’ve learned that God has greater things in mind than my personal happiness, that circumstances are not a reliable indicator of His presence. I spent many years thinking that a good God would give me everything I ask for (a whole host of things that I thought I needed to be happy). But He withholds many things because He knows that they will alternately me and leave me longing for still more.

Or worse, worshipping those things or becoming proud of all that I have. I’ve learned that I must trust God’s heart for it is not only good but He has my best interests in mind and sometimes hard times are part of His plan for helping me to see what’s really important in life. God wants me to seek one thing above all others, it is the one thing that can truly satisfy - a relationship with Him. He waits for me to pursue that blessing above all others. I’ve found that wrestling brings not only peace with life’s difficulties but the opportunity to experience something greater and more satisfying than pleasant circumstance – a taste of heaven, an encounter with my creator. While I remain on this journey there will be a lingering thirst and an on going sense of longing for fairness and justice, there will be hurt, pain and even disappointment but wrestling has brought peace with the present and a confidence in the future yet to come.
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Family Nights 

 (NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends, call Lloyd & Linda Jenssen 303-932-0924 or the church office)  For information about our Men’s Ministries call Gary Bateman 303-799-6492; for Women’s Ministries call Joyce Bertram (303-468-9521)
Read Genesis 25:21-23 taking note of God’s prophetic words regarding Rebekah’s two unborn sons. Discuss Rebekah’s actions in Chapter 27 in light of these promises to her. What do her actions say about her trust and faith in God. Why might she have been motivated to act as she did? How do you think her actions might have influenced Jacob as he grew older and left home?
Share a time when you felt it necessary to “help God out” and tell your group why you felt that way.
Read Genesis 29-31.  What was Jacob’s life like in his new homeland?  What was his father-in-law like? Discuss evidence of God’s continued care in Jacob’s life. Do you see any patterns of behavior that carried over from his childhood? 
God s plan for marriage was monogamy but he permitted polygamy. Discuss incidents from chapters 29-31 that show that God’s original plan might have been best. What special challenges did polygamy bring to Jacob’s life?   

Discuss the ways in which Jacob’s wives seemed to follow his example of trickery and deception.
If you would describe your relationship with God as ‘personal’, in other words you are no longer an ‘observer’, share with your group the how, why and when of your decision. Tell us your story. What issues did you wrestle with? Were you ever one who tried to bargain with God? Why? 
Read Jeremiah 20. What were the results of Jeremiah faithfully carrying God’s message to his community?
Look at Jeremiah 20:7. How did Jeremiah feel about his role as obedient servant of God? If you have ever received poor treatment as a result of obedience to God share your experience with your group.
Read Jeremiah 20: 7 and discuss powerful statement the prophet makes about why it would be hard for him to abandon his faith. Compare with Acts 4:20. If you relate to these statements share your thoughts with the rest of your group.

Do you still try to bargain with God? Over what issues? Why is it so hard to trust God? 
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