Getting to Yes 

(4 week series)
Getting to Yes when God Speaks Your Name

Text: 1 Samuel 3 TNIV

Pastor Kevin Navarro

1 The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there were not many visions. 

    2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD called Samuel. 

    Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” 
       But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 

    6 Again the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” 
       “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 

    7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 

    8 A third time the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” 

    Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ “ So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
    10 The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
       Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

    11 And the LORD said to Samuel: “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone who hears about it tingle. 12 At that time I will carry out against Eli everything I spoke against his family—from beginning to end. 13 For I told him that I would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his sons blasphemed God, and he failed to restrain them. 14 Therefore I swore to the house of Eli, ‘The guilt of Eli’s house will never be atoned for by sacrifice or offering.’ “ 
    15 Samuel lay down until morning and then opened the doors of the house of the LORD. He was afraid to tell Eli the vision, 16 but Eli called him and said, “Samuel, my son.” 
       Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 

    17 “What was it he said to you?” Eli asked. “Do not hide it from me. May God deal with you, be it ever so severely, if you hide from me anything he told you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing from him. Then Eli said, “He is the LORD; let him do what is good in his eyes.” 

    19 The LORD was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s words fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet of the LORD. 21 The LORD continued to appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed himself to Samuel through his word. 
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups:
 (NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends, call Lloyd & Linda Jenssen 303-932-0924 or the church office)
1. Would you describe your relationship with God as one of Listening to God?  Why or why not? What is the correlation of the Presence of God when it comes to Hearing God?
2. Do you believe that God is a retired author living off of the royalties? 


In other words, do you believe that the ONLY way God speaks to us is through the Bible? Please have a critical mind but avoid a critical spirit when discussing this topic which could be so explosive, especially if those in your group have a different position than yours.

3. What are the dangers of not being grounded in the Bible? Why do we need a closed canon in the 66 books we have in our Bible? In other words, if we don’t screen everything through the Bible, what are the dangers?

4. The Following are ways that God has spoken in the past: The Scriptures, Divine Appearances, Angels, Visions, Dreams, Audible Voice, Inner Voice and Conscience, Intuition, Perception, Impressions, Mental Pictures, Physical Senses, Nature, the Cosmos, People and Prophecy, Coincidence and Circumstance. This list almost sounds occult yet it in fact represents ways that God has spoken to His people. Have you had any of these experiences? How frequently? Assuming that you believe that God still speaks to His people in these ways discuss the following: God will never contradict the Scriptures and God will never contradict His character. (Note from Pastor Kevin: False prophets in the Bible were false not so much because they didn't hit the bull’s-eye with every preposition but because they led people astray...out of a relationship with God).Also discuss the position that God does not give new revelation (open canon) but rather He applies through the Spirit what is already known through the Scriptures through these other means of communication. Agree or Disagree? Why? What is the role of encouragement as it pertains to prophecy in the New Testament (1 Cor 14)?

5. In addition to the discipline of study, how would the disciplines of solitude, silence, prayer and fellowship contribute to our ability to hear the voice of God? Any other disciplines you would like to add to this list?

6. Why does God usually entrust His Word to servants? Why is it important to obey when God gets our attention?

7. What are some ways that you would like to posture yourself to Get to Yes when God Speaks Your Name? In other words, what are some action steps you are going to take to better listen and obey the Voice of God?

8. Recommended Resources on this Topic from Pastor Kevin: In Search of Guidance by Dallas Willard (now under a new title Hearing God), Hearing God's Voice by Henry and Richard Blackaby, Hearing God by Peter Lord, Listening to the God Who Speaks by Klaus Bockmuehl, and The Gift of Prophecy in the New Testament and Today by Wayne Grudem.
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