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In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”
He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:1-8

Notes: 
Bethany Vision Faith Objectives:

We intend to:

3.  Be a community of Christ-followers powerfully   
     mobilized into Kingdom work by the Holy Spirit.

We envision becoming a community of mobilized ministers, where Christ-followers are carefully and courageously trained and deployed for Kingdom work, for spiritual battle, for service to the body, and for discipleship multiplication; where Spirit-activated boldness and Spirit-infused love for both believers and unbelievers are the norm; where Spirit-generated outreach and ministry to lost people is regularly engaged by God’s people; where kingdom-minded believers courageously take the gospel across their streets and across the oceans; where people’s spiritual gifts are faithfully activated for service to the believing community and to our broken world; where the leading and empowering of the Holy Spirit is embraced and enjoyed; where Great Commission partnerships are welcomed; and where God’s people regularly live out their purpose and calling as devoted followers and ministers of Jesus Christ.
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DIGGING DEEPER FOR SMALL GROUPS 
(NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends, call Lloyd & Linda Jenssen 303-932-0924 or the church office)
Digging Deeper:

1. After the Resurrection, Jesus commanded his disciples to wait for the promise of the Spirit. What would waiting for the promise of the Spirit look like for you? Even though you have been born again by the Spirit of God do you think you still need to wait for power from on high? Share.

2. Describe your greatest moment of being without power (electrical power in your community, dead battery, physical illness, etc.). What kind of adjustments did you have to make? 

3. Now share what kind of adjustments a local church must make when they are without spiritual power. Is it possible to become accustomed to the adjustments instead of the spiritual power? Do you think the North American church is doing this today? 

4. Would you describe your experience with God as one of being immersed (baptized) in the Holy Spirit? Why or why not? Is this something you desire? 

5. Describe what being a witness looks like in a court of law. Now describe what being a witness looks like for the church. How did the church in Acts exemplify this pattern? How did the disciples concern for the political restoration of Israel get turned into a spiritual global cause? What is the connection of the Spirit to the success of this cause? 

6. Share your conviction about sharing the Gospel across the ocean but not across the street. What is the significance of the pattern of 1:8 of local community to the remotest part of the earth? Is it even possible for someone to be successful at cross-cultural missions if they are not in the habit of being a witness at home? Share your thoughts. 

7. Bethany has been very successful at being concerned for global missions. As you think about our local community, what could we do better to be a witness right here in our own neighborhood? What could reaching our local community look like?

8. Last of all, read over Objective #3. What resonates with you? What do you want more of in your life? What do you want more of for Bethany EFC?
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