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Question #1. Who is responsible for creating vision?

God hates visionary dreaming; it makes the dreamer proud and pretentious. The man who fashions a visionary ideal of community demands that it be realized by God, by others, and by himself. He enters the community of Christians with his demands, sets up his own law, and judges the brethren and God Himself accordingly. He stands adamant, a living reproach to all others in the circle of brethren. He acts as if he is the creator of the Christian community, as if his dream binds men together. When things to not go his way, he calls the effort a failure. When his ideal picture is destroyed, he sees the community going to smash. So he becomes, first an accuser of his brethren, then an accuser of God, and finally the despairing accuser of himself. 
Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer

The LORD nullifies the counsel of the nations; He frustrates the plans of the peoples. The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the plans of His heart from generation to generation. Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, The people whom He has chosen for His own inheritance. Psalm 33:10-12
The mind of man plans his way, but the LORD directs his steps. Proverbs 16:9
We have to face the facts. The description of events in Acts is not that Paul was the master visionary who laid out a fifteen-year plan to evangelize major centers in the Roman Empire, who would in turn evangelize their regions. He was not a leader in that sense of being a visionary. Instead we see a stop-and-start picture of Paul’s ministry interrupted by human opposition and often redirected by the Spirit’s guidance. Empowered Church Leadership: Ministry in the Spirit According to Paul by Brian J. Dodd (Ph.D. Sheffield)

Question #2. What exactly is vision?

Vision is a clear mental picture of what could be fueled by a conviction of what should be…there is always a moral element to vision. Vision carries with it a sense of conviction. Anyone with a vision will tell you this is not merely something that could be done. This is something that should be done. This is something that must happen. It is this element that catapults men and women of the realm of passive concern and into action. It is the moral element that gives a vision a sense of urgency. Visioneering by Andy Stanley
Question #3. Where does vision get imparted?

Spiritual leadership is moving people on to God’s agenda. 
Henry & Richard Blackaby

“And it will come about after this that I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind; and your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions.” And even on the male and female servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days. Joel 2:28-29
Question #4. Why do we need vision?

Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained. Proverbs 29:18 NASB
Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint. Proverbs 29:18 NIV
Question #5. When do we implement vision?

Delayed obedience is disobedience. Yet obedience doesn’t mean accomplishing the vision in one day. Many times, as with Nehemiah, obedience is a series of steps to re-establish a place of honor for the Living God. In other words, our energy should shift from “finding the Will of God” to “following the Voice of God.” 
Question #6.  How does vision get implemented?

Be stubborn about the vision. Be flexible with your plan. Strategies and timelines are always up for grabs. And besides, in the process of revising your plans, God may choose to refine your vision. Visions are refined— they don’t change. Plans are revised—they rarely stay the same. Visioneering by Andy Stanley
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Digging Deeper for Small Groups:
 (NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends, call Lloyd & Linda Jenssen 303-932-0924 or the church office)
1. Discuss the Bonhoeffer quote. Do you agree or disagree with his statement? Why or why not? Correlated with this quote, give examples both from church history and world history of vision being created by people in power who could not live without power.

2. Now discuss how being led by the Spirit is a different approach to the topic of vision.

3. Discuss how you personally have experienced Proverbs 16:9.

4. Discuss Andy Stanley’s definition of vision. Describe how believers have done great Kingdom work as the result of the moral imperative in what God told them to do. Ex. Nehemiah, Apostle Paul, Martin Luther, Hudson Taylor, George Muller, William Wilberforce, Amy Carmichael, Billy Graham, Henrietta Mears, Martin Luther King Jr., Mother Teresa, Bill Bright, etc. 

5. Although, it’s common for God to impart vision to spiritual leaders, do you think God would impart vision to you as the result of being a child of God? If, this should be the norm in the Body of Christ, what role should a congregation play in a vision development process? Describe the roles of prayer, dialogue, mutual submission, humility, seeking to understand, not despising prophetic utterances 

      (1 Thess 5:20-21), etc.

6. If a local congregation doesn’t take this seriously, describe the potential consequences of Proverbs 29:18. What kind of silliness and potential destruction can a church get itself into if it isn’t in the rhythm of listening to God and obeying His voice?

7. Describe your/our responsibility in soaking the next several months in prayer as we develop this Vision Process for the future of Bethany.

8. Next week, I will begin to share with you what God has put on the heart of our leadership over the last six months. Thanks for praying. Pastor Kevin
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