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Philippians 2:1-4 (Imitate Christ’s Humility)
1 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 

Notes:

Philippians 2:5-8 (In his incarnation, Jesus becomes a doulos)
   5 In your relationships with one another, have the same attitude of mind Christ Jesus had: 

   6 Who, being in very nature God, 
did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 

   7 rather, he made himself nothing 
by taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness. 

   8 And being found in appearance as a human being, 
he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to death— 
even death on a cross! 

Notes:

Philippians 2:9-11 (In his vindication, Jesus is announced kyrios)

   9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
and gave him the name that is above every name, 

   10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

   11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
       to the glory of God the Father. 

Notes:
[image: image1.png]


DIGGING DEEPER FOR SMALL GROUPS 
(NOTE: If you would like to join a small group to dig deeper into this text and into Christian community with some new friends, call Mike and Marcia Fitzgerald at 303-791-0559).

1. Describe encouragement from being united with Christ. Describe comfort from his love. Describe common sharing in the Spirit, tenderness and compassion. Describe how these qualities articulate the Christian experience.

2. Now articulate why it’s a shame when this kind of community is selfish, asserting its rights, demanding its own way.

3. Reflect on why vs. 3-4 is essential for a local church to be healthy.

4. In reflecting the attitude of our Lord, what is most striking to you 

about being in form God becoming in form a slave? Do you agree that when Jesus emptied himself that he did not empty himself of either his deity or privilege of deity? What are the associated theological heresies that develop if we don’t hold to this position? Do you agree with the position that Christ emptying himself has do to with the antithesis of selfish ambition(vs. 3); that this is simply a description of the incarnation? Go further on how this God we serve does not bully himself around like the Greek gods but rather is selfless, loving humanity so much that he became a human in order to save/serve us.

5. Describe the scandal of God being crucified. How is this in direct 

opposition of all of the assertion of rights taking place in the Philippian church and is so many of our churches today?

6. What is most striking to you about Christ’s vindication? Any significance to bowing and confessing? Do you think this is promoting universalism (everyone will be saved?) Or do you hold to the position that confessing now equals salvation and confessing on judgment day is acknowledgement of the fact yet facing the wrath of God?

7. Now sum up what kind of attitude Christ had and why we who claim to be his followers should serve one another taking up our own crosses daily. In other words, why is humility a distinctive Christian virtue?
8. Thank the Lord that His coming into the world is a reminder that love begins when we start thinking about someone else’s needs. How can you do this, this Christmas season?
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