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11 See what large letters I use as I write to you with my own hand!

Notes:

12 Those who want to impress others by means of the flesh are trying to compel you to be circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13 Not even those who are circumcised keep the law, yet they want you to be circumcised that they may boast about your circumcision in the flesh.

Notes:

14 May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 
(c.f. Jeremiah 9:23-24; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31)
Notes:

15 Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is the new creation. 16 Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule—to the Israel of God.

Notes:

17 From now on, let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. 

   18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen. 

Notes:

Digging Deeper for Small Groups:

1. When we are writing something, we occasionally use capitalized or italicized letters. Why do we do this? Is it only for emphasis?

2. Share how you have seen religion peddled both as a strategy to avoid persecution associated with the message of the cross (ex. not wanting to offend people) and as a strategy to earn brownie points or acquire recognition.

3. Being as honest as possible, share what you tend to boast/glory in. Why?

4. Reflect on the cross-references in Jeremiah and 1 Corinthians. First, 

read the passages again and talk about how this correlates with our passage in Galatians. Why should Christianity be about boasting in the Cross? Why don't we do this more? Why do we boast in the flesh so often?

5. God's Israel has nothing to do with circumcision or uncircumcision but with a new creation. Read 2 Corinthians 5:17. Now re-read Galatians 2:20. Review, through discussion, how one becomes a new creation and the implications associated with this truth. Now describe why this is what Christianity is all about.

6. Visit bethanyefree.org. Then go to the resource section. Go to sermons on MP3. When you have the opportunity, burn the messages onto a CD and review these Galatian messages at least twice a year. Evangelical Christianity has become nothing more than ethical uplift in preaching, ministries represented, etc. Pray that God would send a revival starting with preachers across America. Pray that we would Preach Jesus, Preach Jesus as E.V. Hill use to admonish. Specifically, pray for me (Kevin J. Navarro). Pray that I would be faithful to be a Herald of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Pray that Bethany would be a place where people consistently hear the Gospel in Worship, in Sunday School, in Bible Studies, in Children's Ministries, in Student Ministries, etc.

7. To grow in this glorious message of the Gospel, consistently meditate on the Big Three Gospel of Christ New Testament books: Romans, Galatians and Hebrews. Start a commentary collection on these three books. Consult some of my recommended reading on our website resource page. Particularly helpful is The Cross of Christ by John Stott.
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