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13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: "Love your neighbor as yourself." 15 If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. 

   16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 

   19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

   22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 

   1 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. 2 Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3 If any of you think you are something when you are nothing, you deceive yourselves. 4 Each of you should test your own actions. Then you can take pride in yourself, without comparing yourself to somebody else, 5 for each of you should carry your own load. 6 Nevertheless, those who receive instruction in the word should share all good things with their instructor. 

   7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. People reap what they sow. 8 Those who sow to please their sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; those who sow to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 
10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers. 

Notes:

Digging Deeper for Small Groups:

1. Describe the mentality that would desire freedom but not godly character.
2. Why would Paul discourage this mentality not only for the Galatians but for us?
3. If the whole law is summed up by Leviticus 19:18, describe what through love becoming a slave for one another (v. 13) looks like today.
 4. It is obvious that the Galatian community had some interpersonal dysfunction. Share your worst experience of the body of Christ biting and devouring one another. What was so ungodly about his atmosphere?
5. If you want to avoid gratifying the flesh, live by the Spirit. If you walk/live by the Spirit, YOU CANNOT gratify the desires of the flesh. How do YOU live by the Spirit?
6. Of the list of 15 vices, which speak your name occasionally or persistently? Of the 9 expressions of the fruit of the Spirit, which would you like to see more exemplified in your life? Why?
7. Talk about godly accountability with gentleness as described in chapter six. Share when you saw this done well.
8. Why is 6:6 significant for a local church?
9. Share about waiting for harvest and sowing appropriately. Share specifically what will happen if you sow to the flesh. Now describe what will happen if you sow to the Spirit.
10. Take a moment and pray for one another for a fresh filling of the Spirit and for the ability to be led by the Spirit, walk by the Spirit and sow to the Spirit. Pray specifically that the fruit of the Spirit would be more manifested in the individuals in your small group but also in the Bethany community in general.
JOIN US THANKSGIVING EVE AT 7 PM FOR OUR ANNUAL THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE. BRING A PIE TO SHARE FOLLOWING THIS SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICE.
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