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21 Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are you not aware of what the law says? 22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the slave woman and the other by the free woman. 23 His son by the slave woman was born as the result of human effort, but his son by the free woman was born as the result of a divine promise. 
   24 I am taking these things figuratively, for the women represent two covenants. One covenant is from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This is Hagar. 25 Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present city of Jerusalem, because she is in slavery with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem that is above is free, and she is our mother. 27 For it is written: 
       "Be glad, barren woman, 
       you who never bore a child; 
       shout for joy and cry aloud, 
       you who were never in labor; 
       because more are the children of the desolate woman 
       than of her who has a husband."
   28 Now you, brothers and sisters, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 At that time the son born by human effort persecuted the son born by the power of the Spirit. It is the same now. 30 But what does Scripture say? "Get rid of the slave woman and her son, for the slave woman's son will never share in the inheritance with the free woman's son." 31 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we are not children of the slave woman, but of the free woman. 

1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 
   2 Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. 3 Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4 You who are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 5 But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness for which we hope. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 

   7 You were running a good race. Who cut in on you to keep you from obeying the truth? 8 That kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls you. 9 "A little yeast works through the whole batch of dough." 10 I am confident in the Lord that you will take no other view. The one who is throwing you into confusion will have to pay the penalty, whoever that may be. 11 Brothers and sisters, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been abolished. 12 As for those agitators, I wish they would go the whole way and emasculate themselves! 

Notes:

Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Personal Devotions:

1. Re-Read Genesis 12:2-3; 15; 16 & 21 for historical background. Review the promise of Genesis 15 & 12:2-3. Why did the events in Genesis 16 happen? How is Genesis 21 the fulfillment of Genesis 12:2-3; 15? Why is Genesis 16 not the fulfillment?

2. Paul uses Sarah and Hagar as a metaphor to contrast Freedom in Christ and slavery of doing Torah. Yet there is a secondary implication. Although the Genesis narrative at the outset seems so unfair towards Hagar and Ishmael, the Apostle Paul strongly implies that in the same way Sarah sent Hagar away, the Galatian churches should send the agitators away. Dialogue on when it is necessary to remove from the community those that would destroy the community. Give other Biblical examples. Give modern day examples of when 

this was done appropriately.

3. The Apostle Paul speaks of the life of faith as a life Freedom and the life of doing Torah as a life of slavery/bondage. Do you believe this deep down inside that faith is freedom and religion is slavery? Why or why not?   Share what the freedom of Christ looks like in your life.

4. Talk about faith expressed through love (Galatians 5:6).  Contrast this to what the agitators were encouraging in Galatia. What does this mean for us at Bethany? What does it look like for you personally?

5. Take a moment and pray that Bethany would more and more experience  and appreciate our freedom in Christ. Now pray that when we gather for corporate worship that we would not be ashamed to express this freedom in Christ but openly declare our HOLY Spirit liberation. Our freedom is not an ends but a means for our faith to express itself through love. Pray that this would become more evident at Bethany and in your life personally.

6. Looking ahead. Galatians 5:13-6:10. Read, mediate and come to worship ready to hear what the Spirit of God would say to all of us through His word.
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