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Notes:

Digging Deeper for Small Groups and Personal Devotions
1. Re-Read OUT LOUD Galatians 1:10-2:21

2. The two issues raised in 1:1,12 are: Paul's Gospel does not come from or through human agency BUT from direct revelation from Jesus Christ. How is our passage for this week, through the extended narrative, a "fleshing out" of these two issues? Give details.

3. If you were to re-construct the argument of the agitators, based on 


Paul's defense of his apostleship, what would it sound like?

4. In his personal testimony, Paul always re-visits two issues: his former zeal for Judaism and the fact that he was a persecutor of the Christian church. (c.f. Philippians 3; 1 Timothy 1) Why does Paul re-visit these issues? Do you believe that Paul never got over the fact that he used to kill Christians?

5. Describe the agreement from the Jerusalem church and the breaking of the agreement around table fellowship described in chapter two. What was so significant about Gentiles being excluded from the table although followers of Christ?

APPLICATION:
1. Describe your debt of gratitude for the apostle Paul. In other words, if Paul would have given into the agitators, how would that have impacted you 2000 years later?

2. I don't believe that Paul defends his apostleship as an "ends" but 


as a "means" of defending the Gospel. Do you feel as passionate about defending the gospel as Paul did? Why or why not?

3. Who tends to get excluded from the table in American Evangelicalism? From Bethany? From your home? In other words, make a list of the "groups" who get excluded from being viewed as a follower of Jesus Christ in your world (kids, students, seniors, African-Americans, Hispanics, the poor, social outcasts, those with disabilities, Denominational groups, etc.) Remember, regardless of the outward appearance, the life of faith and the promise of the Spirit is for everyone. What will you do to embrace those whom you currently exclude? Be specific as to some action steps.

4. Read the Galatians Creed out loud once again in your small group.

5. Next week, we will be focusing on our student ministries and how the Gospel is shining in and through them. Instead of having normal small group, either pray for our students and/or visit one our student ministries programs: (Sunday Night Ransom; Skaters, Senior High), (Wednesday Junior High) or (Emerging Generation; Thursday Underground). Take time to pray that we would pass the Gospel onto the next generation.

We will resume our Galatians study on November 6th looking at 
3:1-4:20.
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