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Introduction to the Series: 


Galatians 1:1-5
1 Paul, an apostle—sent not with a human commission nor by human authority, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead— 2 and all the brothers and sisters with me, 
       To the churches in Galatia: 
   3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 5 to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  (TNIV)
NOTES

Digging Deeper: Taking it to the Next Level

1. Read the whole book of Galatians out loud. In antiquity, nobody read quietly. If you are doing this in your small group, one person read one chapter, the next person the next chapter, etc. This will not take that long; about 15 minutes at a normal reading pace.

2. As you read the entire letter aloud answer the following questions: What is said about the author? What is said about the recipients? What is said about the agitators? What is Paul's tone in this letter?

3. Describe a time where you invested your life into something only to have someone come behind you to destroy it. How did you feel? How does this correlate to Paul's tone in Galatians? Why do you think Paul is so worked up about the purity of the Gospel? In your initial reading of this letter,  how would you describe the Gospel?

4. What do you think is the difference between Grace (Charis) and Peace (Eireine/Shalom)? Do you think it's impossible to experience Peace without Grace? The Greek construction actually reads "Grace to you and Peace" not "Grace and Peace toYou" (NIV).

5. What do you think is meant by deliverance from this present evil age? Do you believe that what is positionally true can be experientially true as well? Explain.

6. Pray that over the next two months, leading up to Advent, that God would give you and Bethany EFC a fresh appreciation for our faith in Christ and for the Promise of the Spirit and how this combination accomplishes what the Law could never do.
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