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Word of the Lord:
A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home. So many gathered that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached the word to them. Some men came, bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of them. Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered the mat the paralyzed man was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”
Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?”
Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things? Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, `Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, `Get up, take your mat and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins . . . .” He said to the paralytic, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!” Mark 2:1-12

Notes: How is the Spirit speaking to you?

Quotes: Memorize for a rainy day.

Faith is to believe what we do not see, and the reward of this faith is to see what we believe. Augustine

Fear imprisons, faith liberates; fear paralyzes, faith empowers, fear disheartens, faith encourages; fear sickens, faith heals; fear makes useless, faith makes serviceable-and, most of all, fear puts hopelessness at the heart of life, while faith rejoices in its God. Harry Emerson Fosdick

People matter so much to God that every one warrants and all-out search. Bill Hybels

Evangelism is one beggar telling another beggar where to get bread. D.T. Niles

Evangelism never seemed to be an “issue” in the New Testament. That is to say, one does not find the apostles urging, exhorting, scolding, planning and organizing for evangelistic programmes…evangelism happened! Issuing effortlessly from the community of believers as light from the sun, it was automatic, spontaneous, continuous, contagious. 

Richard C. Halverson

Digging Deeper: Taking it to the Next Level

1. Do you believe that the presence of Jesus is present in the local church? specifically, at Bethany? How to you understand “For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” (Matthew 18:20)? How about 1 Corinthians 3:16? “Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? (Paul speaking to the church at Corinth not to an individual at Corinth)

2. Notice that the paralytic had four friends carrying him. What is the advantage of reaching out to our family and friends in a team? Do you find any biblical precedent for doing ministry alone? 

3. Spend some time reflecting on the faith of the paralytic’s friends. How does tenacity correlate with faith? How is persistence demonstrated in the faith of the friends?

4. I’m assuming that you believe that Jesus is the Son of God and that he has authority to forgive sin and power for wholeness; whether that be  physical, emotional, mental or spiritual. We know that perfect healing will be present in the Age to Come (The New Jerusalem, Revelation 21:1-4). And by God’s goodness, the Age to Come frequently overlaps into our Current Age. In this passage and in the Gospel of Mark in general, Jesus attributes this to the faith of either an individual or a group of people. While not embracing the Word of Faith movement (which abuses this), we as Evangelicals must acknowledge the importance of faith. How can you grow in your faith? How can you exercise this faith as a devoted follower and minister of Jesus?

5. Make a Top-Ten List of people that need wholeness, especially forgiveness of sins. Commit to pray for them every day. Commit to invite them to church, where the presence of Jesus is manifested in and through the Body of Christ as persistently as you can. Without being obnoxious, do not take no for an answer; keep inviting, keep loving, keep praying. Use special outreach events like our 9-11 Community Outreach next Sunday as an opportunity to invite. List those family members, neighbors and co-workers below:

6. Commit to join us as we pray for Bethany this next year that we would be “amazed and glorify God saying, “We’ve never seen anything like this.” (Mark 2:12)
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