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Text:

It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.

The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”
Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.”

“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”

“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”

Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.     John 13:1-17
NOTES 

Star Wars Episode II: Attack of the Clones follows the journey of Anakin Skywalker as he slides down the path to the Dark Side. Anakin, an incredibly talented Jedi Knight in training, chafes at the restraints placed on him and tests authority at every turn.

Early in the movie, Anakin enters the lavish chambers of the gentle Senator Palpatine, who is actually the Dark Lord in disguise. His whispers are all too familiar:  “You don't need guidance, Anakin. In time you will learn to trust your feelings—then you will be invincible. I have said it many times that you are the most gifted Jedi I have ever met. I see you becoming the greatest of all the Jedi, even more powerful than Master Yoda.”

The senator’s seemingly encouraging words take root in Anakin’s heart, and he yearns to become the greatest Jedi ever. 

Later, as he tinkers in his workshop, Anakin is brooding over his mother’s death. His girlfriend, Padme, comes and graciously confronts him. For the first time, he shows his true heart.

Anakin: “Why did she have to die? Why couldn’t I save her? I know I could have.”

Padme: “You’re not all powerful, Anakin.”

Anakin: “Well I should be! Someday I will be. I will be the most powerful Jedi ever. I promise you.”

Unwilling to surrender the things he values most, Anakin continues his descent into the Dark Side.

In the movie The Poseidon Adventure, the ocean liner S.S. Poseidon is on the open sea when it hits a huge storm. Lights go out, smoke pours into rooms and, amid all the confusion, the ship flips over. 

Because of the air trapped inside the ocean liner, it floats upside down. But in the confusion, the passengers can't figure out what's going on. They scramble to get out, mostly by following the steps to the top deck. The problem is, the top deck is now 100 feet under water. In trying to get to the top of the ship, they drown. 

The only survivors are the few who do what doesn't make sense. They do the opposite of what everyone else is doing and climb up into the dark belly of the ship until they reach the hull. Rescuers hear them banging and cut them free. 

In life, it’s as if God has turned the ship over and the only way for us to find freedom is to choose what doesn't make sense: lay down our lives by serving, supporting, and sacrificing for others.

“Creatures are not born with desires unless satisfaction for those desires exists. A baby feels hunger: well, there is such a thing as food. A duckling wants to swim: well, there is such a thing as water…. If  I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made for another world.” C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 


When Brennan Manning, an evangelical Catholic, was waiting to catch a plane in the Atlanta airport, he sat down in one of the many places where usually black men shine white men's shoes. And an elderly black man began to shine Brennan's shoes. And Brennan had this feeling inside that after he was done, he should pay him and tip him and then reverse the roles. And when he was finished, he stood up and looked at the black man and said, “Now, sir, I would like to shine your shoes.” And the black man recoiled and stepped back and said, “You’re going to do what?” He said, “I’d like to shine your shoes. Come on. You sit down here. How would you like them done?” And the black man began to cry, and he said, “No white man ever talked to me like this before.” And the story ends with the white Catholic with arms around a black Atlanta man, and they've only just met, tears flowing, reconciliation taking place.

Digging Deeper: Taking it To the Next Level

1. Describe how you have lived with the philosophy of “the way up is the way up.”

2. Share how Jesus’ approach, “The way up is the way down,” is so ridiculous for Americans.

3. Share why Peter was so outraged that Jesus would wash his feet. Discuss Jesus response to Peter.

4. Are you allowing Jesus to serve you? If he were to say, unless I do this you will have no part with me, how would your practically respond? Is this the way you are responding now? Why or why not?

5. Why do we have such a difficult time thinking of God ministering to us? Discuss what a devoted minister looks like if he/she is not becoming a devoted follower. Are you this person? Why?

6. What about your servant attitude? Does this core value describe you? Why or why not?

7. What about serving in small ways? How do you struggle with this? Share some of the wins in this area.

8. Do you know your servant profile? If not, sign up for Network Seminar August 19-20. If you know your profile and are still not plugged in, take the initiative and get going! As you are launching your ministry touch base with a staff member or elder for support and encouragement.

