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Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.

“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.

“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.’ So he got up and went to his father.

    “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

“But the father said to his servants, `Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.

“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’

“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’
“ ‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.  But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ ” Luke 15:11-32

“Now the tax collectors and ‘sinners’ were all gathering around to hear him. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, ‘This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.’” Luke 15:1-2

Quotes
“Joy is the serious business of heaven.”   C.S. Lewis

“We will not understand God until we understand this about him: “God is the happiest being in the Universe.” God also knows sorrow. Jesus is 
remembered, among other things, as “a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.” But the sorrow of God, like the anger of God, is his temporary response to a fallen world. That sorrow will be banished forever from his heart on the day the world is set right. Joy is God’s basic character. Joy is his eternal destiny. God is the happiest being in the universe.”  
John Ortberg 

“Ancient Israel was commanded to gather together three times a year to celebrate the goodness of God. Those were festival holidays in the highest sense. They were the experiences that gave strength and cohesion to the people of Israel.”  Richard Foster 

“Far and away the most important benefit of celebration is that it saves us from taking ourselves to seriously. This is a desperately needed grace for all those who are earnest about the Spiritual Disciplines. It is an occupational hazard of devout folk  to become stuffy bores. This should not be. Of all people, we should be the most free, alive, interesting. Celebration adds a note of gaiety, festivity, hilarity to our lives. After all, Jesus rejoiced so fully in life that he was accused of being a wine-bibber and a glutton. Many of us lead such sour lives that we cannot possibly be accused of such things.”  Richard Foster 

“The Bible puts joy in the nonoptional category. Joy is a command. 
Joylessness is a serious sin, one that religious people are particularly prone to indulge in. It may be the sin most readily tolerated by the church. It is rarely the object of church discipline. Televangelists don’t get canceled for displaying too much of it. But how much damage have joyless Christians done to the cause of Christ? James Joyce writes in A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man of his hero’s decision not to become a priest. Stephen Dedalus has a vision of what would happen to his face, how it would become like the faces of other religious people he knew: “a mirthless mask reflecting a sunken day…sourfavored and devout, shot with pink tinges of suffocating anger.” How often have people misunderstood God because they attributed to him the grim, judgemental, defensive, soul-wearying spirit of many who claim to be his followers?”  John Ortberg 

Digging Deeper: Taking it To the Next Level.

1.
Take a moment to celebrate the fact that our God is a friend of sinners. He loves them so much. Now take a moment and ask God to give you a love for sinners.

2.
Develop a top-ten list of people that you would like to see come to Christ. Begin praying for them. Start scheduling hang-out time with them. When they eventually come to Christ, host a party for them.

3.
Re-hash the Luke 15 story and talk about anything that wasn’t discussed in the sermon.

4.
Now take some time to pray that God would help you and our church to represent the Father and not the Older Brother.

5.
Discuss, as a group, the best celebration of anything that you’ve ever been to. Now take some time to discuss what the ultimate celebration would look like.”

6.
Correlated with the last question, what elements must be present for celebration to be celebration. Discuss food, drink, music and dancing as an example.

7.
Next schedule a party as a small group. Really go for it. May it be the best party you’ve ever had.  During this time, thank God for his mercy and for his love for sinners. Sing Amazing Grace as your theme song.

8.
Rent or buy the movie “Babbette’s Feast.” Watch it with your group.

