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A Worship Creed by Pastor Kevin

We believe that worship:

1.  Is initiated __________________________________________________.
The heavens declare the glory of God; 
   the skies proclaim the work of his hands.

Day after day they pour forth speech; 
   night after night they display knowledge.

There is no speech or language 
   where their voice is not heard.

Their voice goes out into all the earth, 
   their words to the ends of the world. Psalm :1-4

2.  Should be ___________________________________________________. 

Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a loud voice they sang:

  "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,

  to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength

  and honor and glory and praise!"

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing:

  "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb

  be praise and honor and glory and power,

      for ever and ever!" Revelation 5:11-13

3.  Is Spirit ______________________________________________________
When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the LORD called to Moses from within the cloud. To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on top of the mountain. Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights.
 Exodus 24:15-18
Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." John 4:21-24
After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 

Acts 4:31

Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Ephesians 5:18-20
To worship is to experience Reality, to touch life. It is to know, to feel, to experience the resurrected Christ in the midst of the gathered community. It is a breaking into the Shekinah of God, or better yet, being invaded by the Shekinah of God (Shekinah means the glory or the radiance of God dwelling in the midst of his people. It denotes the immediate Presence of God as opposed to a God who is abstract or aloof).   Richard Foster

Worship is our response to the overtures of love from the heart of the Father. Its central reality is found “in spirit and truth.” It is kindled within us only when the Spirit of God touches our human spirit. Forms and rituals do not produce worship, nor does the disuse of forms and rituals. We can use all the right techniques and methods, we can have the best possible liturgy, but we have not worshiped the Lord until Spirit touches spirit. The words of the chorus, “Set my spirit free that I may worship Thee,” reveal the basis of worship. Until God touches and frees our spirit we cannot enter this realm. Singing, praying, praising all may lead to worship, but worship is more than any of them. Our spirit must be ignited by the divine fire. Richard Foster

4.  Is a sacrifice of praise expressed through _________________________.
Clap your hands, all you nations;  shout to God with cries of joy. Psalm 47:1
Sing praises to God, sing praises;    sing praises to our King, sing praises.

  For God is the King of all the earth;   sing to him a psalm of praise. 

Psalm 47:6-7

Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD;  
   let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.

Let us come before him with thanksgiving  
   and extol him with music and song.

For the LORD is the great God, 
   the great King above all gods.

In his hand are the depths of the earth,  
   and the mountain peaks belong to him.

The sea is his, for he made it, 
   and his hands formed the dry land.

Come, let us bow down in worship, 
   let us kneel before the LORD our Maker;

for he is our God 
   and we are the people of his pasture, 
   the flock under his care. Psalm 95:1-7

Praise the LORD, all you servants of the LORD  
    who minister by night in the house of the LORD.

Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and praise the LORD.

May the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth, 

    bless you from Zion. Psalm 134 
Praise the LORD.  
   Praise God in his sanctuary;  
      praise him in his mighty heavens.
Praise him for his acts of power;  
    praise him for his surpassing greatness.

Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet,  
   praise him with the harp and lyre,

praise him with tambourine and dancing,  
    praise him with the strings and flute,

praise him with the clash of cymbals,  
   praise him with resounding cymbals.

Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.   
   Praise the LORD. Psalm 150

Praise, in its essence, is adoration of God. For a workable definition, however, we must qualify this. Praise is always active, assertive, demonstrative, and open. It is not passive, presumptuous, undemonstrative, or secretive. Wherever it is mentioned, movement, action, sounds, and songs are seen and heard. 
Jack Taylor

We are to present our bodies to God in a posture consistent with the inner spirit in worship. Standing, clapping, dancing, lifting the hands, lifting the head are postures consistent with the spirit of praise. To sit still looking dour is simply not appropriate for praise. Kneeling, bowing the head, lying prostrate are postures consistent with the spirit of adoration and humility…are quick to object to this line of teaching. “People have different temperaments,” we argue. “That may appeal to emotional types, but I’m naturally quiet and reserved. It isn’t the kind of worship that will meet my need.” What we must see is that the real question in worship is not, “What will meet my need?” The real question is, “What kind of worship does God call for?” It is clear that God calls for wholehearted worship to be physical as to expect it to be cerebral…Often our “reserved temperament” is little more than fear of what others will think of us, or perhaps unwillingness to humble ourselves before God and others. Of course people have different temperaments, but that must never keep us from worshiping with our whole being. Richard Foster

5.  Begins with _______________________ and ends in ___________________.
As the deer pants for streams of water,

    so my soul pants for you, O God.

My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.

    When can I go and meet with God? Psalm 42:1-2
How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD Almighty!

My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD;

  my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. Psalm 84:1-2
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were calling to one another: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty;  the whole earth is full of his glory." At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty." Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for." Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" And I said , "Here am I. Send me!" Isaiah 6:1-8
Digging Deeper: Taking it to the Next Level.

1.  Discuss this creed, including each passage of Scripture. What most challenged you in this message? What aspect of this message was a new insight for you? Are there any other passages that come to mind related to this creed? Is there something you would add? 

2.
Share what worship would look like had Christ not entered into history, died on the cross and resurrected from the dead. Now, share why the Christ events are the basis for Christian worship. Describe how each Christ event should be celebrated in worship: birth, life, death, burial, resurrection, ascension and second coming.

3.
Describe your experience of Spirit touching spirit. Have you ever sensed the Shekinah glory of God? What was that like? How frequently do you have this experience? Is this something you long for? If so ask God to reveal his manifest presence. If you feel blah, ask God to reveal his manifest presence in your dryness. Long to be filled with the Spirit and to meet God when you worship. Remember, worship is more than songs and sermons, its about experiencing God.

4.
In your personal devotional time, begin to experiment with each physical posture of worship: kneeling, standing, shouting, singing, lifting your hands, dancing as you listen to a worship CD or as you sing unto the Lord. Journal what this experience was like. For more information about praise, purchase Jack Taylor’s wonderful book that is now back in print, “The Hallelujah Factor.”  

5.
As the Spirit leads, implement these postures in corporate worship. Do not worry what others around you are thinking. You are not worshiping them. Do what the Spirit tells you to do.

6.  Anticipate Sunday worship by going to bed earlier on Saturday night. If you have kids, take care of the baths, etc., on Saturday not on Sunday. Then plan on arriving 10-15 minutes earlier. You might be alone, but at least you will have time to prepare your heart.






