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Defining this destination: 

In the discipline of sacrifice, we abstain from the possession or enjoyment of what is necessary for our living- not, as in frugality, from what is really to some degree superfluous anyway. The discipline of sacrifice is one in which we forsake the security of meeting our needs with what is in our hands. It is total abandonment to God, a stepping into the darkened abyss in the faith and hope that God will bear us up…with the discipline of sacrifice, we practice a different dimension of faith, and often we are surprised at its results. Dallas Willard

Strangely enough, even though sacrifice may seem more of a service, it is always more of a discipline. Our need to give is greater than God’s need to receive, because he is always well supplied. But how nourishing to our faith are the tokens of God’s care in response to our sacrifice. The cautious faith that never saws off the limb on which it is sitting never learns that unattached limbs may find strange, unaccountable ways of not falling. Dallas Willard

Faith like Job's cannot be shaken because it is the result of having been shaken.  Abraham Heschel 

Stories about Sacrifice:

1.  The Story of Abraham’s Test.  

Genesis 22:1-13

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!"

    "Here I am," he replied.

Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about."

Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. He said to his servants, "Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you."

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?"

    "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied.

    "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”
Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together.

When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!"

    "Here I am," he replied.

"Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son."

Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, "On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided." Genesis 22:1-13

By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, even though God had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned." Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death. Hebrews 11:17-19
2. The Story of ___________________________________________.
As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. "I tell you the truth," he said, "this poor widow has put in more than all the others. All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on." Luke 21:1-4
She gave more with her two pennies than all the rich gentlemen writing out their large, tax deductible checks around her. Dallas Willard
Those who give much without sacrifice are reckoned as having given little.
Erwin W. Lutzer

He who gives what he would readily throw away, gives without generosity; for the essence of generosity is in self-sacrifice. Sir Henry Taylor
3. The Story of ____________________________________________.
And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will. So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. But just as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us--see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 2 Corinthians 8:1-7

4. The Story of __________________________________________.
While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of a man known as Simon the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head.

Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, "Why this waste of perfume? It could have been sold for more than a year's wages and the money given to the poor." And they rebuked her harshly.

"Leave her alone," said Jesus. "Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. But you will not always have me. She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. I tell you the truth, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her." Mark 14:3-6

Digging Deeper: Taking it to the Next Level

1.    What do you value most? If God were to ask you to sacrifice this valuable, how would you feel?

2.    How did God speak to you in the story of Abraham’s test? The story of the poor widow? The story of the poor generous church? The story of the expensive perfume?

3.    Share the correlation between cutting off the limb you’re sitting on (radical faith) and experiencing God work. What is the difference between the discipline of sacrifice and presumption? Is there a difference? Why and how?

4.
Choose one or all opportunities to practice the discipline of sacrifice: 

     Serve with a willing spirit outside of your passion, spiritual gifts and 
       personal style. God primarily wants you to serve with your servant profile 
       (passion, gifts, personal style) which is your individual contribution to the 
       Kingdom. But he also asks us to roll up our sleeves (regardless of servant   
       profile) and make a community contribution. Maybe for you it is serving 
       on a church work day. Maybe it is putting your name on the nursery 
       rotation. Who likes changing diapers? Who likes changing other kids 
       diapers, especially if you have infants and toddlers of your own? Do it  
       anyway as a spiritual discipline. Choose a work day or the nursery or 
       both.


Give above and beyond your tithe for one of our summer missions projects coming up or to support missionaries like the Gingery’s. 


Prayerfully ask the Lord which financial assets you could use to pay off Bethany’s church mortgage. We have gone through two stewardship 
campaigns and this is exactly what many of our Bethany people have 
already done paying down over a million and a half on the building. Now that the stewardship campaigns are done, how could you use not only 
excess but what you might even consider essential (sacrifice) to liquidate Bethany’s mortgage so that we can re-allocate resources for other ministry opportunities.


Sacrifice your busy schedule so that you can build relationships with unchurched neighbors. For some of you this might mean sacrificing that extra comfort thing (that TV show you like so much, etc.) that you value so much so that you might build a bridge over into someone’s life. Just watch how Jesus will walk over this bridge into their life as the result of your sacrifice.







